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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  LOCAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

1st  April  1956  — 31st  March , 1957 


Area 

2,647 

Population  estimated  mid  year  1956 

18,410 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . 

5,968 

terrace  houses 

2,332 

detached  houses  . . 

164 

semi-detached 

905 

farm  houses  and  cottages . . 

15 

houses  and  shops  combined 

60 

council  houses 

2,492 

Rateable  Value  . . 

..  £155,008 

Estimated  product  of  the  penny  rate  . . 

£629 

BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for 
1956  was  18,410,  as  compared  with  18,370  for  1955. 


The  figures  below  show  the  population  trend  : — 


Year 

Population 

1946 

17,820 

1947 

17,850 

1948 

18,620 

1949 

18,620 

1950 

18,650 

1951 

18,210 

1952 

18,140 

1953 

18,280 

1954 

18,380 

1955 

18,370 

1956 

18,410 

The  population  at  the  1951  Census  was  18,538 
Age  Distribution  at  1951  Census 


0—4 

1,546 

5—14 

2,552 

15—44 

7,944 

45—64 

4,590 

65  and  over 

1,906 

Births 

There  were  287  births  during  1956  as  compared  with  272  in 
1955.  The  respective  Birth  Rates  being  15.2  in  1956  and  16.9  in 
1955. 


Male  Female  Total 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 149  133  282 

Illegitimate 3 2 5 287 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 6 5 11 

Illegitimate — — — 11 


Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1956  was  1 86,  compared  with 
204  in  1955.  The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  1956  was  10.3  and  11.1 
for  1955. 
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Table  2 

Causes  of  Death 

All  Causes 
Tuberculosis 

Malignant  Neoplasms  — Stomach 

— Lung  Bronchus 
— Breast 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  . . 

Coronary  Disease  — Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  other  Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Male  Female  Total 


101  85  186 

2 1 3 

5 3 8 

6 — 6 

— 1 1 

7 10  17 

1 3 4 

14  13  27 

18  9 27 

6 5 11 

9 10  19 

4 12  16 

8 1 9 

4 1 5 

2 3 5 

1 1 2 

2 1 3 

6 8 14 

2 1 3 

2 2 4 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 


The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year. 


Table  3 


Cause  of  Death 

1955 

1956 

No.  of 
deaths 

Per  Cent 
of  Total 
deaths 

No.  of 
deaths 

Per  Cent 
of  Total 
deaths 

1 . Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory 
System 

126 

62.7 

110 

59.1 

2.  Cancer 

27 

13.2 

32 

17.2 

3.  Violence — 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  3 — 3 
Other  Violent  Causes  13 — 6 

16 

7.8 

9 

4.8 

4.  Respiratory  Diseases 

14 

6.8 

19 

10.2 

5.  Tuberculosis  . . 

1 

.49 

3 

1.6 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  continue  to  be 
the  main  cause  of  death  in  the  district  although  the  percentage  of 
total  deaths  under  this  heading  has  fallen  slightly  from  62.7%  to 
59.1%.  The  number  of  deaths  from  coronary  artery  disease  fell 
considerably  from  48  to  27. 
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The  second  main  killer  was  as  previously,  Cancer,  which  was 
responsible  for  17.2%  of  all  deaths,  a rise  from  13.2%  for  1955. 
In  these  figures  we  find  6 deaths  in  males  from  Cancer  of  the  Lung 
(1955 — 4 deaths  from  this  cause). 

Deaths  from  Violence  fell  considerably  although  Road  Traffic 
Accident  Deaths  were  unchanged  there  being  3 such  deaths  in 
both  1955  and  1956. 

An  increase  in  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  respiratory 
diseases  from  6.8%  to  10.2%  was  in  the  main  due  to  a rise  in  deaths 
from  Pneumonia.  Such  an  increase  is  often  related  to  a spell  of 
very  bad  weather. 

Unfortunately  pulmonary  tuberculosis  deaths  rose  to  3 as 
compared  with  1 for  1955,  which  latter  figure  was  as  mentioned 
in  the  last  report  the  lowest  figure  recorded  in  the  district. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  showed  little  change  as  compared 
with  previous  years  being  31.3  as  compared  with  29.1  for  1955 
and  35.1  for  1954.  There  was  one  more  death  in  1956  than  in  1955. 


Table  4 

INFANT  DEATH  ANALYSIS  1956 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 

1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

Total 
under  4 
weeks 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months  f 

ii 

6—9 

months  1 

9—12 

months 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year 

Ruptured  Meningo 
myelocale 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pulmonary  Oedema  . . 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Immaturity 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Strangulated  inguinal 
hernia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Spina  Bifida  . . 

1 

— 

— 

• — - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Prematurity  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Heart  Failure 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities 

In  June,  1956,  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  were  transferred 
to  the  New  Institute  of  Pathology,  which  was  built  in  the  grounds 
of  the  General  Hospital  to  house  the  hospital  pathology  laboratory, 
the  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  and  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
The  Director  is  Dr.  A.  I.  Messer. 

Particulars  of  examination  undertaken  are  given  below  : — 


I Disease 

Negative 

Positive 

Tuberculosis 

60 

25 

Miscellaneous  . . 

4 

7 

(2)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

The  Administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  twelve  areas, 
Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 area. 
For  each  area,  a Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed  to 
exercise  on  behalf  of  the  County  Health  Committee,  certain  functions 
relating  to  services  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946. 

All  day-to-day  administration  of  the  County  Service  is  carried 
out  by  County  Headquarters.  The  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  for  the  area  deputises  for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  at  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Area  Sub-Committee. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
statistics  concerning  the  services  in  this  part  of  the  report. 

(a)  Health  Visitor  Service 

The  number  of  Health  visitors  in  the  area  is  2 and  the  following 
is  a summary  of  the  work  done  by  them  during  the  year  — 


Domiciliary  Visits 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . ..  ..  ..  3,610 

Tuberculosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  413 

Mental  Deficiency  . . . . . . . . . . 148 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181 

General  Health  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Aged  people  . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 
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Summary 

Ineffective  Visits  . . . . . . . . . . 760 

Total  number  of  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,175 

Number  of  effective  visits  . . . . . , . . 4,415 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (routine,  other  and 

ineffective)  . . . . . . . . . . 206 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health 

visitor  . . . . . . . , . . . . 21 

Clinics  etc.,  work 

Time  (as  days)  spent 

(a)  at  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  . . . . 170 

( b ) at  chest  clinics  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(c)  at  school,  head  to  head  inspections  . . . . 8 

id)  at  school  clinics  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

( e ) at  school  medical  inspections  . . . . . . 1 

(/)  at  special  schools  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

(b)  Clinics 

The  Mains  Farm  House,  West  Lane  Clinic  is  used  to  provide 
accommodation  for  various  clinics  run  by  the  County  Council  ; 
telephone  No.  3286. 

Ante-natal 
Child  Welfare 
Birth  Control  \ 

Post  Natal  / 

Artificial  Sunlight 


Tuesday  weekly  and  alternate  Thursday  mornings 
Wednesday  weekly 

Alternate  Thursday  afternoon 

Monday  afternoons  and  Thursday  mornings  weekly 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 

National  dried  milk,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin 
tablets  are  distributed  from  the  Welfare  Centre  as  follows  : — 

Wednesday  — all  day 

Friday  — afternoon 


(c)  Domiciliary , Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Services 

This  is  a Durham  County  Council  Service.  Working  in  the 
district  there  are  2 district  nurses  and  3 district  midwives. 

A summary  of  the  work  done  is  given  below  : — 


Midwifery 


Staff 

Midwifery  and 
Maternity  Cases 

Cases  discharged  from 
hospital  before  the  \Ath  day 

1 3 district 
midwives 

93 

11  | 

10 


Home  Nursing 


Staff 

Medical 

Surgical 

Tuberculosis 

Others 

Total 

Cases 

2 

district 

nurses 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

167 

4,827 

33 

955 

9 

218 

— 

111 

208 

6,177 

Included  in  the  above  total  are  : — 

Patients  65  and  over  99  with  2,933  visits 
Patients  5 yrs  and  under  5 with  43  visits. 


id)  Ambulance  Service 

The  following  figures  show  the  work  done  by  the  Chester-le- 
Street  Ambulance  Depot,  during  the  year  : — 


No.  of 
calls 

No.  of 
journeys 

Patients  carried 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

7,351 

5,679 

3,071 

16,846 

19,917 

118,060 

The  Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  districts  are  served 
principally  by  the  ambulance  depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road, 
Chester-le-Street.  This  depot  is  in  charge  of  a head  driver  and  has 
an  establishment  of  1 5 drivers,  5 ambulances  and  1 light  sitting-case 
ambulance.  All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  reach  the  depot 
via  the  Durham  Control  which  is  manned  by  a team  of  four  clerk- 
telephonists  maintaining  a twenty-four  hour  service. 

When  necessary,  either  in  the  interests  of  economy  or  in  order 
to  reinforce  the  Chester-le-Street  depot,  vehicles  from  the  neigh- 
bouring depots  are  utilised  in  the  transport  of  patients  in  the  areas. 


(e)  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  Helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where 
necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  house- 
hold emergencies. 


Cases  being  assisted  on  1.1.56 
New  Cases  during  the  year 
Cases  remaining  on  31.12.56 

Types  of  cases 

Old  aged  pensioners 

Sickness 

Maternity 

Tuberculosis 


61 

25 

82 


81 

3 

1 

1 
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(/)  Prevention  of  Illness  and  Aftercare 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  the  Durham 
County  Council  supply  nursing  requisites  on  loan  to  those  needing 
them.  A fee  is  charged,  the  assessment  of  which  depends  on 
income  and  the  type  of  article  borrowed.  All  these  articles  are 
stored  in  Durham  City  and  have  to  be  brought  out  to  the  place 
where  they  are  required. 

(g)  School  Health  Service 

The  School  Health  Service  is  run  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  from  headquarters  in  Durham  City. 

The  nearest  clinic  for  Chester-le-Street  schoolchildren  is  in 
Birtley.  The  clinic  is  open  daily  and  is  attended  on  Monday  and 
Wednesday  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  children  are  carried  out  in  the 
schools  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 

(3)  Hospital  Services 

The  population  of  the  district  is  in  the  main  dealt  with  by 
the  Durham  Group  of  Hospitals.  Those  situated  in  Chester-le- 
Street  are  the  General  Hospital  and  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  General  Hospital  in  Chester-le-Street  caters  for  both 
acute  and  chronic  illnesses. 

(4)  Executive  Council  Service 

The  executive  council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  General  Practitioner 
Service  in  the  District. 

There  are  7 General  Practitioners  residing  in  the  district. 

(5)  Health  Education 

The  sound  film  projector  which  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  and  is  available  for  use  by  District  Medical  Officers  is 
utilised  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  send  out 
suitable  leaflets  and  posters  to  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  district 
for  use  in  their  surgery  waiting  rooms. 

The  booklet  called  'Better  Health’  which  is  published  by  the 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education  is  now  supplied  to  General 
Practitioners,  Lady  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  Head 
Teachers  in  the  district. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1 . Water 

Water  is  supplied  in  the  district  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board. 

An  adequate  and  wholesome  supply  of  water  is  an  essential 
for  health.  Increasing  demands  for  water  and  the  present  some- 
what precarious  position  with  regard  to  the  supply  make  it  obvious 
that  the  Board’s  scheme  for  an  additional  reservoir  should  be 
proceeded  with  as  quickly  as  possible. 

During  the  year  6 samples  of  water  from  dwelling-houses 
were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

No  concrete  developments  with  regard  to  the  extension  of  the 
sewage  works  took  place  during  the  past  year  but  necessary  prelim- 
inary work  was  being  carried  out.  Although  the  works  are  at 
the  present  time  somewhat  overloaded,  a reasonably  satisfactory 
effluent  is  being  obtained. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Broadwood  View  Scheme  for 
surface  water  was  started. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation 

The  Council  continued  during  the  year  to  give  financial  assist- 
ance to  owners  and  owner/occupiers  towards  the  cost  of  conversion. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  136  ash-closets  in  the  district. 
These  were  distributed  throughout  the  Wards  as  follows  : — 

North  South  Central  West  Pelton  Fell  Chester  Moor 

Ward  Ward  Ward  Ward  Ward  Ward 

35  50  20  5 26  — 

There  were  25  ash-closet  conversions  carried  out  during  1956. 

In  December  1956  the  Council  resolved  that  the  financial 
contribution  of  the  Council  towards  conversions  should  be  raised 
from  £5  to  £10  for  a period  of  12  months.  It  was  hoped  that  by 
this  means  the  majority  of  the  ash-closets  would  be  converted  by 
the  end  of  1957. 
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4.  Public  Cleansing 

This  service  continued  satisfactorily  during  1956.  The  last 
of  the  horses  engaged  in  this  work  died  during  the  year  and  the 
service  is  now  completely  mechanised. 

5.  Public  Health— Inspections  of  the  area 

It  was  only  necessary  to  serve  3 formal  notices  in  connection 
with  nuisances  in  the  district. 


6.  Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  and  Damage  by  Pests)  Act,  1949 
Report  for  twelve  months  ended  31st  March,  1957 


(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc. 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  & (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

I.  Number  of  properties  in  Local  Author- 
ity’s District  

95 

5,895 

733 

6,723 

15 

II.  No.  of  Properties 
of  : — - 

(a)  Notification 

inspected  as  a result 

66 

22 

88 

( b ) Survey  

80 

71 

27 

178 

— - 

III.  Total  inspections  carried  out  including 
re-inspections  

80 

142 

58 

280 

— 

IV.  No.  of  Properties  inspected  (in  Sec.  II) 
which  were  found  to  be  infested  by  : — 
(a)  Rats  f Major  

1 

1 

1 

Minor  

9 

20 

18 

47 

— 

(b)  Mice 

f Major  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Minor  



58 

14 

72 

— 

V.  No.  of  infested  properties  (in  Sec.  4) 
treated  by  Local  Authority  

10 

78 

32 

120 

— ■ 

VI.  Total  treatments  carried  out  including 
re-treatments  

26 

lhectswj  mi  «a-MC3sr.  • ? act 

101 

38 

165 

— 

14 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Num  her  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1 in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  L.A 

52 

146 

5 

— 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec.  7 is  enforced 
by  L.A.  (excluding  out-workers  premises) 

2 

8 

— 

— 

Total  

54 

154 

5 

2. — CASES  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were  found 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Inspector 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Unsuitable  or  defective  

3 

3 

’ 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Number 

of 

Inspections 

Number  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

Number  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served 

Defects 

Remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  & Housing  Acts 

420 

65 

3 

57 

Overcrowding  

— - 



— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Insufficient  

20 

10 

10 

Defective 

46 

22 

— 

22 

Drainage  

110 

29 

— 

29 

Water  Supply  

— • 

— 



— 

Food  Premises  

142 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  Act  

■ 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  

46 

1 

— 

1 

Slaughterhouses  (Public)  

— 



— 

— 

(Private)  

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

Tents,  Vans  etc 

25 

1 

— 

1 

Offensive  Trades  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  & Workplaces  

154 

5 

— 

5 

Keeping  of  Animals  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Receptacles  

15 

7 



7 

Offensive  Accumulations  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  

125 

1 

— 

1 

Yards  Paved  

6 

3 

— ■ 

3 

Totals  

1,110 

145 

3 

137 
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SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

New  housing  has  been  provided  at  much  the  same  rate  as 
previously,  108  houses  being  built  during  the  year.  This  means 
that  1,060  new  houses  have  been  completed  in  the  post  war  period. 

Grossly  overcrowding  is  complained  of  at  intervals,  in  many 
cases  without  much  hope  of  any  improvement.  During  the  year 
5 such  cases  were  reported  to  the  housing  committee. 

The  allocation  of  Council  houses  has  continued  as  previously — 
on  date  of  application  basis.  10%  of  houses  are  given  for  medical 
priority  cases.  The  deferred  list,  i.e .,  those  whose  turn  on  date  of 
application  has  been  reached  but  who  are  already  satisfactorily 
housed — were  being  allocated  50%  of  the  new  houses. 

The  waiting  time  for  a Council  house  continued  to  be  about 
8 years  with  a tendency  towards  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  waiting 
time  to  be  increased  rather  than  decreased. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  5,968  houses  in  Chester-le- 
Street  and  the  population  was  18,410.  This  means  that  the  average 
number  of  occupants  per  house  was  3.08  persons. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Total 

Temporary  Houses  . . 

50 

30 

80 

New  Permanent 

Houses 

57 

62 

73 

95 

70 

91 

140 

111 

109 

108 

916 

B.I.S.F. 

Non-traditional 

30 

34 

64 

Relets  . . 

26 

56 

44 

68 

45 

63 

59 

81 

72 

48 

562 

In  July  1956  a Public  Enquiry  was  held  concerning  several 
Clearance  Areas  which  had  been  declared  by  the  Council  at  the 
end  of  1955. 

The  declaration  of  these  areas  marked  the  beginning  of  the  Slum 
Clearance  Programme  as  drawn  up  under  the  1956  Rent  and  Repairs 
Act. 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 

PREMISES 

Throughout  the  country  concern  has  been  aroused  by  the 
increasing  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  in  the 
community.  In  Chester-Ie-Street  Urban  District  only  2 cases  of 
dysentery  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  may  of  course 
have  been  many  more  cases  who  never  even  visited  their  doctor. 

Every  effort  is  made  in  the  district  to  prevent  ary  spread  of 
disease  by  foodstuffs.  The  inspector  has  continued  to  submit 
samples  of  foodstuffs  for  bacteriological  examination  the  results 
being  shown  below.  In  all,  during  the  year  142  inspections  were 
made  of  food  shops,  canteens  and  snack  bars. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulation  1955  came  into  force  on  1st 
January  1956.  Under  these  Regulations  new  standatds  and  require- 
ments were  introduced  with  regard  to  both  food  establishments 
and  food  handlers. 

It  will  of  course  require  much  time  and  work  to  see  that  the 
necessary  standards  are  being  provided  and  maintained.  During 
the  year  this  work  was  got  under  way  but  much  remains  to  be  done. 

The  disposal  of  condemned  food  was  by  means  of  burning  in 
furnaces  or  boilers  in  private  premises  or  buried  in  refuse  tips. 
Because  of  the  absence  of  a suitable  local  authority  incinerator 
this  has  been  the  method  carried  out  over  many  years. 

During  the  year,  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry  an  effort  was 
made  to  find  any  teething  powders  containing  Mercury,  that  were 
being  offered  for  sale.  Recent  reports  suggest  that  these  powders 
might  be  the  cause  of  ‘Pink’  Disease  in  babies.  120  powders  were 
found  and  disposed  of  so  that  it  is  considered  there  are  no  such 
teething  powders  being  sold  in  the  district. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Figures  for  inspection  of  Meat  are  as  under  : — 

3,403  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

Meat  : 

Total  weight  condemned  : 1 Ton.,  10  cwt.,  2 sts. 

Other  Foods  : 

Total  weight  condemned  : 12  cwts.,  9\  lbs.,  and  75i  pts.  Canned 
Milk 
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Registration  and  Licences 

(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

On  the  Register  at  31st  December,  1956 
Dairies  (not  dairy  farms)  — Nil 

(b)  Milk  ( Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations , 1949 
Dealers’  Licence  to  use  the  designation  T.T.  — 1 

(c)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Reg- 

ulations, 1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  1956  : — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  special  Designation  Sterilised  . . 26 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  Special  Designation  Pasteurised  . . 5 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  Special  Designation  T.T.  . . . . 5 

Supplementary  Licence  for  Special  Designation  Sterilised  . . 1 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Special  Designation  Pasteurised  2 

Supplementary  Licences  for  Special  Designation  T.T.  . . 1 

(d)  Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1938 
Premises  registered  under  Act  : — 

Ice-cream  Sale  and  Storage  . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Premises  manufacturing  Sausages,  Potted  Meats  and 

Preserved  Foods  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Number  of  Other  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Restaurants  and  Canteens  . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Shops 

Butchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

General  Dealers/Grocers  . . . . . . . . . • 50 

Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 10 

Confectionery  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 14 

Wet  Fish  4 

Fried  Fish  . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 9 

Licensed  Premises  (Hotels  and  Bars,  including  Workmen’s 

Clubs)  . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 27 
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Samples 

Milk 

8 samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  bacterio- 


logical  examination  with 

the  following  results  : — 

3 Pasteurised 

Conformed  to  Standard 

2 T.T.  Pasteurised 

do. 

2 Tuberculin  Tested 

do. 

1 Sterilised 

do. 

Other  Foods 

Various  other  items  were  sent  for  examination  and  were  found 


satisfactory  bacteriologically. 

as 

follows 

Artificial  Cream 

8 

negative 

Meringue  Egg  White 

1 

do. 

Baked  Egg 

1 

do. 

Frozen  Egg 

2 

do. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


Cattle 

ex- 

clud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  Inspected  . . 

999 

3 

22 

2,169 

1,210 

3,403 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  Carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

3 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

128 

128 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

12.7 

.004 

.16 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned . . 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

18 

18 

Percentage  of  the  number  affected 
with  tuberculosis  . . 

2.0 

33.33 

— 

— 

2.4 

— 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  was 
84  during  the  year.  This  is  a big  reduction  as  compared  with  1955 
when  the  figure  was  182.  The  large  reduction  was  due  to  the  fall 
in  Measles  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 cases  were  notified  during  the  year  ; there  were  4 in  1955. 
These  cases  were  spread  throughout  the  year  and  were  not  confined 
to  any  one  part  of  the  district.  4 of  the  cases  were  moved  to 
hospital. 

Diphtheria 

For  the  seventh  consecutive  year  there  were  no  cases  of  Diph- 
theria in  the  district. 


There  were  more  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
during  the  year  than  in  1955  : — 


1955  1956 

Primary  immunisations  0 — 15  years  ..  134  186 

Booster  doses  ..  ..  ..  ..  133  130 


The  percentage  of  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria 
continues  to  be  just  above  60%.  A level  of  70%  is  what  we  must 
aim  at  in  order  to  guarantee  the  continued  absence  of  the  disease 
from  the  community. 


Number  of  children  (0-15)  years  who  have  received  a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31.12.56 


Age  at 

Under 

' 31.12.56 

1 yr. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Born  in  year 

1956 

1955 

1 ] 

1 1-0  I 

| 05  1 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

Total 

Number 

immunised 

30 

118 

152 

159 

180 

205 

173 

201 

220 

270 

208 

198 

266 

182 

106 

2,708 

Poliomyelitis 

Once  again  no  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  In  the  past 
five  years  5 cases  have  been  notified  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  immunisation  against  the  disease  was  started 
in  the  district.  A small  amount  of  vaccine  was  obtained  in  May 
and  June  and  a further  small  supply  in  December.  In  all  123  of 
the  792  children  originally  registered  were  given  two  injections. 


20 


Whooping  Cough 

The  figure  of  18  cases  notified  in  1955  was  more  than  doubled 
during  1956  there  being  38  notified  cases  in  the  district. 

No  general  scheme  for  immunisation  against  this  disease  had, 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  been  introduced  in  the  district.  At  the 
time  of  writing  the  report  it  would  appear  that  some  development 
might  take  place  in  1957.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a scheme  will  not 
be  long  delayed. 

Tuberculosis 

14  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year  this  being  a slight  reduction  as  compared  with  16  for  1955. 
There  were  3 deaths  in  1956  and  in  1955,  1 death.  Two  cases  of 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified. 


The  figures  for  the  years  since  1950  are  given  below  : — 


Year 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1950 

15 

8 

4 

2 

1951 

15 

8 

5 

1 

1952 

12 

4 

3 

— 

1953 

20 

7 

1 

1 

1954 

15 

2 

4 

— 

1955 

16 

1 

1 

— 

1956 

14 

3 

2 

— 

Table  showing  sex  distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  during  1956  : — 


Age  Groups 

£ 

Cases 

Dec 

iths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

1 — 4 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 14  years  . . 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 5 — 24  years 

1 

7 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 44  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 64  years 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65 — 74  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75  years  and  over  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

5 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 
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It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  fall  in  notified  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  although  it  is  not  a drastic  change  and  the  general 
level  is  much  the  same  as  for  previous  years.  There  was  unfortun- 
ately a rise  in  the  number  of  deaths. 

8 (57%)  of  the  new  pulmonary  cases  were  between  the  ages  of 
15  and  24  years  and  of  these  7 were  females.  These  figures  empha- 
sise the  necessity  to  use  all  possible  preventative  measures  in  order 
to  protect  the  young  women  of  the  community  from  tuberculosis, 
a disease  which  necessitates  prolonged  treatment,  and  which  may 
after  treatment,  leave  chronic  ill-health. 

The  B.C.G.  Vaccination  scheme  has  not  yet  had  a chance  to 
show  its  value  but  as  it  is  continued  over  the  years  we  hope  to  see 
the  figures  in  this  group  become  smaller. 

The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  paid  one  visit  to 
Chester-le-Street  during  the  year. 

The  figures  produced  as  a result  of  the  visit  are  as  follows  : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

No.  X-Rayed  : 

(a)  Miniature  Films 

1,340 

1,522 

2,862 

(b)  Large  Films  (no  miniature) 

3 

2 

5 

No.  recalled  for  large  films  . . 

47 

49 

96 

Abnormalities  revealed  : 

Non-tuberculous  conditions — 

Pneumoconiosis 

34 

— 

34 

Carcinoma  of  Lung 

1 

— 

1 

Abnormal  Heart  and  Vessels 

9 

6 

15 

Other  conditions 

3 

— 

3 

Tuberculosis 

7 

5 

12 
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